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DuBourg Centre
5:30 pm  Doors will open for all to enjoy
6:00 pm Cocktails & Networking
7:30 pm  Dinner will be served

Is like a puzzle,
each person fits
into its own place

This newsletter is full of many important dates and information. First and foremost, please mark your
calendar for the 91st Annual Chamber of Commerce Gala. Our Gala will be held this year on Friday, April 17,
2015 at the DuBourg Centre.
Secondly, our nomination for awards flier is in this edition. This is very important for you as the member.
You get to nominate businesses or individuals for each category. Please have your nomination forms
returned to our office by March 13, 2015 so that our board can vote on the winners of each award at our
March board meeting, March 17th.
Third important is several community events, from the Scavenger Hunt sponsored by Mid America Rehab and
the most anticipated Grand Opening of the year, The Challenger Baseball Field! We hope to see many of your
faces at all of these important events!

FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE—THE DUBOURG CENTRE—Friday, March 6th 7am-9am. Please join
us for our first “Community Coffee” where everyone is welcome to enjoy the companionship,
coffee and breakfast snacks. This is an open invitation for anyone to stop by for a minute or
the entire time.

HAS YOUR INFORMATION CHANGED?
If you information has changed please let our office
know. Whether its your address, phone number or
contact person, help us update our files so that we can
ensure the information we send out gets to the
appropriate person! Send your changes to Dena at info@stegenchamber.org

Special Needs Softball Field
Challenger Baseball is an organization out of St. Louis which allows children and adults with
disabilities to be part of a team and play a sport. The cost for a disabled person to play is $25.00,
but if the family cannot afford the cost, it is waived. No one is turned away. The great part about
the program is that every disabled person plays, every disabled person bats and not one strikes
out or gets thrown out on base. It is truly the best spirit of baseball that anyone could see. The
teams are broken into two different groups, children, age 6 through 17 and adults, and age 18
through 99. Every player also has a buddy. The buddy is there to assist them in retrieving the
ball, batting and even running the bases.
In 2011, Challenger Baseball was introduced in Perry County. There were close to 100 disabled people playing at
the Perry Park Center, where it was held. It was obvious that the program would be a success by the amount of smiles on
the player’s faces. We had a total of 6 teams and would have all three games being played at the same time on the same
field. The younger children would be on the infield section and the two adult games would be split in the outfield between
right and left fields.
In the spring of 2012, Sarah Schott for the spring Challenger Baseball league in Ste. Genevieve County. It runs for
10 weeks and the games are held on Saturday’s from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. or 11:00 p.m.
As we started the season in Ste. Genevieve County, we quickly came to realize the difficulty of securing a ball field
for just an hour on a Saturday. As many are aware, baseball in Ste. Genevieve County is very big, especially with Legion
ball and the River Dogs teams. We were able to find one field for our 10 week season, but had to postpone one game due
to a tournament on the same field and move another game to a different location.
That is when we started to develop the idea of having a ball field for Challenger Baseball. The Community Center
has agreed to place the ball field on their property. A 58,000 square foot field would be big enough to still keep three
games going on at one time.
Shen the season started in 2013, we were able to play our opening game but then were rained out for five straight
weeks. We also moved a couple of games due to baseball tournaments being played on the field we were using.
The field we are constructing is an all synthetic grass field. The entire field is synthetic grass with the outfield being
green, infield would be brown, and lines would be white.
Keep in mind, we are not asking for a softball field only for the Challenger Baseball program and players. Our goal
is to have a ball field for Challenger Baseball that would be for them for a 10 week period, on Saturdays, during the
summer. The field will also be used by the local Riverdog teams, the little league city teams, both High School softball
teams, “Tot” soccer and anything else that it can be utilized by the community.
Funding for this has come in a few forms. We have applied for several grants and have received several. In kind
donations of labor, material and equipment have also help construct the field, as well as financial contributions from
individuals and companies not only in Ste. Genevieve County but from the St. Louis Regional and Southeast Missouri
areas. We have also conducted several fundraisers and the Board for the Developmentally Disabled has contributed to
this cause as well.
On March 13, 2014 we broke ground on the field. Construction has been steady and projected completion date is
March of 2015. This field will be a state of the art facility and will be a select field for our region. There is no other field of
this quality and purpose behind it other than one in Chesterfield, Missouri which is about 70 miles north-west.
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Questions?? Call our office!

We’re on the Web at
www.stegenchamber.org
"Enable the Disabled; Translate Disability into Ability; Capability, a winning
Opportunity-Indeed a Reality" - Dr Veena Kumari

MARCH CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Mar. 1
Daylight Savings Time Begins—Spring Forward
Mar. 12
City Council Meeting, 7pm, City Hall
Mar. 17
Chamber Board Meeting, 11:45 am CofC office

St. Patricks Day
Mar. 20
First Day of Spring
Mar. 21
Challenger Baseball Field Grand Opening 12-4pm
Mar. 26
City Council Meeting, 7pm, City Hall
Mar. 29
Palm Sunday

Do you want to spotlight your business card in our
newsletter? Here is your chance. Send me your business
card and every month we will spotlight 2-3 business cards.
Please send your card in jpeg format.

